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1 General Information 
Kinande is a Bantu language spoken in eastern DRC. It appears as D42 under Guthrie’s 
classification (or J42 in the updated version of Bastin (1982) and is identified under NNB in 
Ethnologue (Grimes 2005). It is basically the same language as Konjo (identified as KOO in 
Ethnologue) spoken in Uganda and classified as D41 in Guthrie’s classification (or J41 in Bastin 
(1982).  For further information on elements of the Kinande grammar, the reader is encouraged to 
consult Baudet (1948) and mostly the brief grammatical sketch in the Kinande dictionary (Mutaka 
and Kavutirwaki 2006) that is published on the website of the African Anaphora Project, Rutgers 
University, <http://www.africananaphora.rutgers.edu/>. 
 

2 Grammar 

2.1 Phonology 

2.1.1 Kinande Sound System 
 
The sound system of Kinande consists of twenty-four consonants (1) and nine oral vowels (2).  
Vowel length is phonetically conditioned (penultimate vowels are lengthened) and is thus not 
phonemic. The sounds [f] and [v] appear mostly in loan words, [g] appears in the nasal complex 
[Νg]. 

(1) Consonants 
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Mnsd `krn sg`s+ `r ldmshnmdc hm sgd Jhm`mcd chbshnm`qx 'Lts`j` `mc J`utshqv`jh '1//5(+ nmd 
bntkc `krn `qftd sg`s sgdqd `qd `bst`kkx 0/ nq 00 ognmdshb unvdkr he nmd `ccr sgd unvdkr È`Í hm 
nlt¡æj`kh” sg`s cdehmhsdkx g`r `   Z*@SQ\ ed`stqd `r cdlnmrsq`sdc hm Fhbj ds `k- '1//5( `mc È ⎜Í  hm 
drxnmc⎜ drh” _ sgdrd otahb g`hqr&- 

(3) Orthographic conventions 
H hmchb`sd nmkx sgd rntmcr sg`s `qd khjdkx sn bqd`sd bnmetrhnm- 
 
Rntmc Fq`ogdld 
Β a 
a ag 
⊗ f 
s '`kudnk`q( s 
s 'cdms`k( sg 
ℜ kg vgdm hs `ood`qr adenqd `+ n+ `mc t- Vgdm k `ood`qr adenqd 

eqnms unvdkr+ hs hr oqnmntmbdc `r ℜ 
ø d 
— n 
« ` 'd-f- nlt¡æj`kh” 
⎠ mx 
  
 

2.1.2 Tone 
Kinande has two basic tones: High [ˊ] and Low [ˋ] which are complemented by a Falling tone [˄].  
The rising tone Z ¿\ is extremely rare. It is found in the informational imperative as illustrated 
below. These tones occur on vowels and are used to index lexical as well as grammatical meaning.  
The convention followed in marking tone for Kinande is to indicate High, Falling , and Rising 
tones on the relevant vowels and to assume Low as the default tone (see also Mutaka 1994).  
Lexical functions of tone are shown in (4) and grammatical uses are shown in (5). 
'3( dmc`»  _ rsnl`bg&  

dæmc`»   _ atf&  
  
'4( m`fdmc` _H vdms&     'qdlnsd o`rs( 
 m`æfdæmc` _H vdms+ H kdes& 'udqx qdbdms o`rs( 
           m`fdæmc` _ H vdms+ H kdes& 'qdbdms o`rs( 
'5( st,s`æ,gtl,`¿ ∆̀ kds tr ghs 'hmenql`shnm`k hlodq`shud( 

sts æ̀gtl` J æ̀la`kd¿d ∆  kds tr ghs J`la`kd 'hmenql`shnm`k hlodq`shud( 
 

The distribution of tone in verbs and nouns is influenced by morphological (e.g. affixation of 
verbal extensions) as well as syntactic factors (e.g. phrasal formation). For more information on 
tone in Kinande, see Mutaka (1994). 
'6( dqhgdæj` _ sn b`qqx& st,j`æmchrx`x`,gdj,dqdæq,` _ vd vhkk fn `mc b`qqx nm otqonrd& 
    st,`æ Êgdæj,` _ vd b`qqhdc& 
    st,`æ,gdæj,dqdq,` _ vd b`qqhdc nm otqonrd&  
                                            d,qh,gdj,` L`ftækt _ sn b`qqx L`ftkt&  

2.1.3 Syllable Structure 
Kinande does not permit closed syllables and the syllable structure of most words is predominantly CV.  
Syllables consisting of a single vowel occur word-initially and word-medially in very rare cases as in (8) 



'7( d,ladæa` _ ` lntrd& 
 n,ltæ,j`kh”  _ ` vnl`m&  
 n,lt,r`Õ”◊ag` _ ` uhrhsnq&  
Sgd hmsdqdrsdc qd`cdq lhfgs `krn jmnv sg`s+ hm Jhm`mcd qdctokhb`shnm vghbg+ hm udqar+ bnmrhrsr ne 
sgd oqdehw`shnm ne ` svn,rxkk`akd sdlok`sd sn sgd rsdl+ nmkx BU `mc mns U pt`khehdr `r ` rxkk`akd- 
Qdkdu`ms dw`lokdr `qd fhudm adknv tmcdq Qdctokhb`shnm- 
 
Consonant clusters, wherein a stop (S) or fricative (F) occurs adjacent to another consonant, typically 
include either a nasal (N) or a glide (G). 

'8( d-qÕ◊-ev`-stæ-q` _ sn s`jd ` ohbstqd& EF 
dæ-lav`» _cnf&   MRF 
 

2.1.4 Vowel Harmony 
2.1.4.1 Height harmony 
The vowel –i- of the verbal extensions (e.g. applicative –ir-, purposive –irir-, causative –is...h”-) which are 
inserted between the stem and the final vowel harmonizes with the last vowel of the root with respect to the 
height feature [high, low]: the two mid vowels are [-high -low]. However, note that the –h”- of the causative 
does not harmonize.   

'0/( Hmehmhshud  @ookhb`shud  B`tr`shud  Fknrr 
 dqh,gÕ”◊j,`  dqh”,gh”j,Õ”◊q,`  dqh”,gh”j,h”r,h”,`  sn `qqhud 
           dqÕ”◊,gt¡æj,`  dqÕ”◊,gt¡j,Õ”◊q,`  dqh”,gt¡j,h”r,h”,`  sn bnnj 
 dqh,gdæj,`  dqh,gdj,dæq,`  dqh”,gdj,dr,h”,`  sn b`qqx 
 dqh,knæf,`  dqh,knf,dæq,`  dqh”,knf,dr,h”,`  sn advhsbg 
 dqÕ◊,g`æj,`  dqÕ◊,g`j,Õ◊q,`  dqÕ”◊,g`j,h”r,h”,`  sn rld`q 
Mnsd sg`s sgd b`tr`shud Êh”, rtqe`bdr `r ` fkhcd- Sgd rtqe`bd enql g`r sgtr ` e`kkhmf snmd nm sgd 
ehm`k unvdk `r sgd ogq`r`k G sg`s rtqe`bdr nm sgd odmtkshl`sd unvdk '`r rddm hm sgd hmehmhshud `mc 
`ookhb`shud bnktlmr(  cnbjr nm hs adb`trd sgd fkhcd hr mns ` snmd ad`qhmf tmhs 'd-f- dqh”gdjdrx`» _ sn 
b`qqx& (-            

2.1.4.2 ATR harmony 
Sn rgnv sgd deedbsr ne @SQ g`qlnmx+ H trd sgd unvdkr ø `mc — `r ZÊ@SQ\ `r noonrdc sn Zd\ `mc 
Zn\ `r  Z*@SQ\ unvdkr itrs hm sghr rdbshnm- Dkrdvgdqd+ H qdoqdrdms ø `r d `mc — `r n- Rteehbd hs sn 
jmnv sg`s sgd qd`cdq b`m oqdchbs sg`s Z*@SQ\ d `mc n `qd trdc hm enqlr vgdqd sgd Z*@SQ\ ghfg 
unvdkr h” `mc t¡ `ood`q- Sgd Z*@SQ\ unvdk rds bnmrhrsr ne9 Zh”+ d+ n+ t¡+\ `mc sgd Z,@SQ\ unvdk rds 
bnmrhrsr ne9 Zh+ ø+ —+ `\ 
 
'00( Hmehmhshud @ookhb`shud B`tr`shud  @fdmshud  Fknrr 
 ø,qh,gøæj,` øqhgøj,øæq,` dqh,gdj,dr,h”,`  n,lt¡,gdæj,h”  b`qqx 
 ø,qh,k—æf,` øqhk—f,øæq,` dqh”,knf,dr,h”,`  n,lt¡,knæx,h”  advhsbg 
 ø,qÕ◊,g`æj,` øqÕ◊g`j,Õ ◊q,` dqÕ”◊,g`j,h”r,h”,`  n,lt¡æ,g`æj,h”  rld`q 
 d,qh”,gÕ” ◊la,` dqh”gh”la,Õ”◊q,` dqh”,gh”la,h”r,Õ”◊,`  n,lt¡,gÕ”◊la,h”  athkc 
 d,qÕ”◊,gt¡æl,` dqÕ”◊gt¡l,Õ”◊q,` dqÕ”◊,gt¡l,h”r,Õ” ◊,`  n,lt¡æ,gt¡æl,h”  lnud 

Sgd b`tr`shud Êh”, nq sgd `fdmshud Êh”, hr Z*@SQ\- @r hr hkktrsq`sdc hm sgdrd vnqcr+ sgd unvdkr sg`s 
oqdbdcd sghr Z*@SQ\ unvdk `krn rtqe`bd vhsg sgd Z*@SQ\ ed`stqd: h-d- ø rtqe`bdr `r d+ h `r h”+ t 
`r t¡+ — `r n hm sgd enqlr hm sgd `fdmshud `mc b`tr`shud o`q`chflr- 

2.1.4.3 Round harmony 
'01( Hmehmhshud  Reversive  intransitive  Gloss 
 dqh,r`æmy,`  dqh,r`my,tæk,`  dqh,r`my,tj`æk,` sn roqd`c nts 
 eqÕ”◊,gt¡æj,`  dqÕ” ◊,gt¡j,t¡æk,`     sn bnnj 
 dqÕ◊rÕ◊ ◊f,`  dqÕ◊,rhf,tæk,`     sn rnv 
 dqh,jÕ◊mf,`  dqh,jhmf,tæk,`  dqh,jhmf,tj`æk,` sn bknrd 



 dqh,rdæmf,`  dqh,rdmf,tæk,`  dqh,rdmf,tj`æk,` sn o`bj 
 dqÕ◊,gnæl,`  dqÕ◊,gnl,næk,`  dqÕ◊,gnl,nj`æk,` sn o`hms 
 dqh,agnæsg,`  dqh,agnsg,næk,`  dqh,agnsg,nj`æk,` sn c`l`fd 
Sgd Fknrr hm sgdrd enqlr bnmbdqmr nmkx sgd hmehmhshud- Sgd sdql _ qdudqrhud& hr trdc enq `m `bshnm 
sg`s hr sgd qdudqrd ne sgd `bshnm hmchb`sdc ax ` udqa: d-f- sn tm,nodm 'h-d- sn bknrd( hr sgd ld`mhmf 
ne dqh,jhmf,tæk,`- Ats sghr dwok`m`shnm cndr mns gnkc enq dqh,r`my,tæk,` vghbg `krn ld`mr _ sn nodm&  
vgdm rod`jhmf ne ` annj- Dqh,r`æmy,` ld`mr sn roqd`c nts hm nqcdq sn cqx rnldsghmf- Vg`s hr 
qdkdu`ms enq qntmc g`qlnmx gdqd hr sg`s nmkx sgd unvdk È nÍ hm sgd qnns oqnunjdr sghr g`qlnmx 
vgdqd sgd È tÍ ne Êtk, `mc Êtj`k, bg`mfdr hmsn È nÍ -  

2.2 Morphology 

2.2.1 Affixation 
Kinande, like other Bantu languages, is an agglutinative language.  The major lexical classes – viz nouns, 
verbs, and adjectives – consist of bound morphemes, and thus the language makes extensive use of 
affixation in forming words.  A noun typically consists of an initial vowel (also called augment), a prefix, 
and a root. A nominal prefix indexes number and noun class as will be shown in examples in 2.4.1 below.   

'02( n,lt¡æ,j`kh”  ` vnl`m  `,a`æ,j`kh” _ vnldm&  
 @tf,B0,vnl`m   @tf,B1,vnl`m 
 
Verbal morphology is quite complex. The following examples illustrate the structure of a verbal form:  

'03(`- rh Ê st, dmchrx`,jt,gt¡j,hq,` 'rÕ”◊svdmch”rx æ̀jt¡ægt¡jÕ”◊q`( 
Mdf,RL,SL,NL,bnnj,@ook, Eu 
Mdf,vd,ETS,xnt,bnnj,@ook,Eu 
vd vhkk mns bnnj enq xnt 
 

      a- lnæ,sv,`m`æ,gt¡æl,h”q,d  'be- dqh,gtæl,` _ sn ghs& ( 
SL,RL,SL,ghs,SL,EU 'Qdbdms o`rs( 
vd ghs  
 

      b- lnæ,sv,`m`æ,gt¡æl,h”q,dæ,jn»  'be- dqh,gtæl,` _ sn ghs& ( 
SL,RL,SL,ghs,SL,EU,hs 'Qdbdms o`rs( 
vd ghs hs 
 

      c- lnæ,sv,`m`,j`æ,gt¡æl,h”q,d  'be- dqh,gtæl,` _ sn ghs& ( 
SL,RL,SL,NL,ghs,SL,EU 'Qdbdms o`rs( 
vd ghs hs 

@r rgnvm hm sgd k`rs dw`lokd+ sgd È dÍ vghbg hr sgd Ehm`k Unvdk hr o`qs ne sgd ÊÕ” ◊qd lnqogdld 
vghbg hr ` Sdmrd l`qjdq-  

2.2.2 Reduplication 
Kinande makes use of reduplication in nouns and verbs. The interested reader should refer to 
Mutaka and Hyman (1990) for more information. I will just give illustrative examples below 
'04( n,ltæ,ktæld _ l`m&   n,ltæ,ktldæ-ktæld  _ ` qd`k l`m& 
 n,lt¡æ,j`kh” _ ` vnl`m&  n,lt¡æ,j`kh”-j`kh”  _` qd`k vnl`m& 
 n,ltæ,mct _ ` odqrnm&   n,ltmct-ltæmct  _` qd`k odqrnm&  
 
'05( dqh,rdæmf` _ sn o`bj&   dqh,rdmf`-rdæmf` _ sn o`bj gtqqhdckx&  

dqh,rdmf,dæq,` sn o`bj enq&  dqh,rdmf`,rdmf,dæq,` sn o`bj gtqqhdckx enq&  
dqÕ”◊,sv`» _ sn bts&   dqÕ”◊,sv`-sv`-sv`» _ sn bts gtqqhdckx&  
dqx,n»v,`» sn gd`q  dqx,nævnvnv`» _sn gd`q gtqqhdckx&  
dqx,n»v,Õ◊q,` _ sn gd`q enq&  dqx,nævh”q`-vÕ”◊q,` sn gd`q gtqqhdckx enq&  



Mnshbd sg`s qdctokhb`shnm hm udqar hmunkudr nmkx sgd rsdl vgdqd`r sgd nmd hm mntmr hmunkudr sgd 
vgnkd mntm- Sghr dwok`hmr vgx sgd oqdehw hm sgd mntm 'd-f- Êlt, hm  n,ltæ,mct( `ood`qr hm sgd 
qdctokhb`ms vgdqd`r sgd nmd hm sgd udqa 'be- Êqx, hm dqx,n»v,`»( cndr mns-  

2.3 Basic Word Order 
 
The basic word order in Kinande is SVO.  

'06( J`æla`kd    ` Ê j`́ Ê kx Ê`   n,lt,srdæqd» 
 J`la`kd    RL,SL,d`s,Eu @tf,B2,qhbd 

‘Kambale eats rice’ 

Kinande is presumably a pro-drop language, which means it allows for the subject position to remain 
unfilled. 

'07( ` Ê j` ́ Ê kx Ê`  n,lt,srdæqd» 
 RL,SL,d`s,Eu @tf,B2, qhbd 

‘(someone) eats rice’ 

The subject marker (i.e. subject agreement prefix) is obligatory on all tensed verbs. 

'08( )J`æla`kd   j`́ Ê kx Ê`  n,lt,srdæqd» 
         SL,d`s,Eu  @tf,b2,qhbd 

‘Kambale eats rice’ 

'1/( )j`́ Ê kx Ê`  n,lt,srdæqd» 
   SL,d`s,Eu  @tf,b2,qhbd 

‘(someone) eats rice’ 

Within phrases Kinande follows a head first pattern with heads preceding their modifiers. 

'10( næ,lv,`m` v`fd mÕ◊ lt¡æ,j`kÕ”◊ lt¡æ,jt¡gh”,jt¡gh”  
 @tf,b0,bghkc  lx  hr b0,vnl`m b0,rgnqs,rgnqs 

‘My child is very short’ 

2.4 Parts of Speech 
The lexicon of Kinande consists predominantly of Nouns and Verbs.  Other lexical categories such as 
Adjectives, Adverbs, Pronouns Prepositions, and Demonstratives are more restricted. 

2.4.1 Kinande Nouns 
Kinande nouns belong to different classes based in part on their nominal prefixes but, more importantly, on 
the agreement markers which the nouns trigger on verbs, demonstratives, adjectives, numerals, and 
possessives.  Due to shortage of space here, we will merely show the prototypical affixes associated with 
each noun class, plus the agreement or concord that each noun class triggers on demonstratives. 

'11( Bk`rr 0     Bk`rr 1
n,ltæ,mct _odqrnm&  `,a`æ,mct _odnokd& 
næ,lv,`æm` _bghkc&   `æ,a,`æm` _bghkcqdm& 
n,lt¡æ,j`kh” _vnl`m&  `,a`æ,j`kh” _vnldm& 

 
 nltmct nxt¡ _sghr odqrnm&  `a`mct `a` _sgdrd odnokd& 
 nælv`m` nxt¡ _sghr bghkc&  `æa`m` `a` _sgdrd bghkcqdm& 
 nlt¡æj`kh” nxt¡  _sghr vnl`m&  `a`æj`kh” `a` _sgdrd vnldm& 
 
'12( Bk`rr 2     Bk`rr 3
 n,lt¡,fdæqh”    _qhutkds&  d,lh,fdæqh”   _qhutkdsr& 
 n,ltæ,svd»  _gd`c&   d,lÕ ◊,svd» _gd`cr& 



 n,lt¡,xÕ”Ã _uhkk`fd&  d,lh”,xÕ”Ã      _uhkk`fdr& 
 
 n,lt¡,fdæqh” nxt¡  _sghr qhutkds&  d,lh,fdæqh” dxh”   _sgdrd qhutkdsr& 
 n,ltæ,svd»  nxt¡  _sghr gd`c&  d,lÕ ◊,svd»  dxh”  _sgdrd gd`cr& 
 n,lt¡,xÕ”Ã nxt¡   _sghr uhkk`fd&  d,lh”,xÕ”Ã dxh”      _sgdrd uhkk`fdr& 
 
'13( Bk`rr 4     Bk`rr 5

 d,qÕ”◊,qt¡»  _jmdd&   `,l` ́,qt¡» _jmddr& 
 d,qh”,x`æx` _dff&   `,l`,x`æx` _dffr& 
 d,qh,v`» _eknvdq&  `,l`,v`» _eknvdqr& 

 

d,qÕ”◊,qt¡ dqh” _sghr jmdd&  `,l` ́,qt¡ `x` _jmddr& 
 d,qh”,x`æx` dqh” _sghr dff&  `,l`,x`æx` `x` _sgdrd dffr& 
 d,qh,v` dqh”      _sghr eknvdq&  `,l`,v` `x` _sgdrd eknvdqr& 
 
 
'14( Bk`rr 6     Bk`rr 7
 d,jÕ ◊,jna` _qnod&   d,aÕ ◊,jna` _qnodr& 
 d,jÕ ◊,jtæln _ ahf ehmfdq&  d,aÕ ◊,jtæln _ahf ehmfdqr& 

d,jh”,qÕ”Ã  _rvdds ons`sn&  d,ah”,qÕ”Ã  _rvdds ons`sndr& 
 
 d,jÕ ◊,jna` djh” _sghr qnod&  d,aÕ ◊,jna` dah” _sgdrd qnodr& 
 d,jÕ ◊,jtæln djh” _sghr ahf ehmfdq& d,aÕ ◊,jtæln dah” _sgdrd ahf ehmfdqr& 

d,jh”,qÕ”Ã djh” _sghr rvdds ons`sn& d,ah”,qÕ”Ã dah” _sgdrd rvdds ons`sndr& 
 
'15( Bk`rr 8     Bk`rr 0/
 d,mynæj`  _rm`jd&  drxnæmynæj` _rm`jdr& 
 dæ,mfnjn  _bghbjdm&  drxnæ,mfnjn _bghbjdmr& 
 dæ,ladmd  _fn`s   drxnæ,ladmd _fn`sr& 
           d,xÕ”◊,rt¡æjt¡  _ `msdknod&   drÕ”◊,rt¡æjt¡ _ `msdknodr&  
      d,rnqn   _ kdno`qc&   drxn,rnqn _kdno`qcr&  
 
 dæ,mynæj` dxh”  _sghr rm`jd&  drxnæmynæj` drh” _sgdrd rm`jdr& 
 dæ,mfnjn dxh”  _sghr bghbjdm&  drxnæ,mfnjn drh” _sgdrd bghbjdmr& 
 dæ,ladmd dxh”  _sghr fn`s  drxnæ,ladmd drh” _sgdrd fn`sr& 
           d,xÕ”◊,rt¡æjt dxh”¡  _sghr `msdknod&  drÕ”◊,rt¡æjt¡ drh” _sgdrd `msdknodr&  
      d,rnqn dxh”  _sghr kdno`qc&   drxn,rnqn drh” _sgdrd kdno`qcr&  
 
'Mnsd9 sgd bk`rr 8 oqdehw hr adssdq `m`kxrdc `r M, `mc sgd bk`rr 0/ oqdehw `r ÊrxnM,: sgtr 
drxnæmfnjn hr .d,rxnM,jnjn.: dæladmd hr .d,M,gdmd.( 
 
'16( Bk`rr 00    Bk`rr 0/  
 n,ktæ,rdjd  _ qddc&    d,rÕ”◊,rdjd  _ qddcr&  
         n,kt,sn»  _ mdrs&    drxn,mxtsn»  _ mdrsr&  
           n,kt¡,gnæsh”  _ ad`m&   n,at¡,gnæsh”   _ ad`mr&  'gdqd+ bk`rr 03( 
 
 n,ktæ,rdjd nkt¡  _sghr qddc&   d,rÕ”◊,rdjx&  drh”   _sgdrd qddcr&  
         n,kt,sn nkt¡  _sghr mdrs&   drxn,mxtsv& drh”  _sgdrd  mdrsr&  
           n,kt¡,gnæsh” nkt¡ _sghr ad`m&   n,at¡,gnæsh”  nat¡  _ sgdrd ad`mr&  'gdqd+ bk`rr 03( 
 
'17( Bk`rr 01    Bk`rr 02
 `,j æ̀,rt¡æj` _rl`kk gnd&   n,st¡æ,rt¡æj` _rl`kk gndr& 
 `,j æ̀,g`ær` _rl`kk `wd&   n,stæ,g`ær` _rl`kk `wdr& 
 



`,j æ̀,rt¡j` `j` _sghr rl`kk gnd&  n,st¡æ,rt¡j` nst¡ _sgdrd rl`kk gndr& 
 `,j æ̀,g`ær` `j` _sghr rl`kk `wd&  n,stæ,g`ær&  nst¡ _sgdrd rl`kk `wdr& 
 
'18( Bk`rr 01    Bk`rr 08
 `,j æ̀,rt¡æj` _rl`kk gnd&   d,gÕ”◊,rt¡æj` _rl`kk gndr& 
 `,j æ̀,g`ær` _rl`kk `wd&   d,gh,g`ær` _rl`kk `wdr& 
 

`,j æ̀,rt¡j` `j` _sghr rl`kk gnd&  d,gÕ”◊,rt¡j` dgh”¡ _sgdrd rl`kk gndr& 
 `,j æ̀,g`ær` `j` _sghr rl`kk `wd&  d,gÕ ◊,g`ær&  dgh”¡ _sgdrd rl`kk `wdr& 
 
Mnsd9 Sgd mntmr hm bk`rr 01+ 02+ `mc 08 `qd hm sgd chlhmtshud- Sgdhq mntmr `qd entmc hm nsgdq 
bk`rrdr9 be- dæ,M,g`r` 'dæla`ær`( _ `wd& 'bk`rr 8(+ d,xÕ”◊,rt¡æj` _ gnd& 'bk`rr 8( 
 

(30) Class 14
 n,atæ,sh  _udmnl&  n,atæ,sh  nat¡  _sghr udmnl& 
 n,atæ,f`æs` _k`yhmdrr&  n,atæ,f`s` nat¡  _sghr k`yhmdrr& 
 n,atæ,jh  _gnmdx&  n,atæ,jh nat¡  _sghr gnmdx& 
 næ,av,`j` _ehksg+ a`c `hq&  næ,av,`j` nat¡  _sghr ehksg+ sghr a`c `hq& 
 

(31) Class 15     Class 6
 n,jtæ,anæjn _`ql&   `,l`æ,anæjn  _ `qlr&  
       n,jt,ftækt  _kdf&    `,l`,ftækt  _ kdfr&  
           n,jt¡æ,st¡»  _d`q&    `,l`æ,svÕ”Ã¡»  _ d`qr&  
 
 n,jtæ,anæjn njt¡ _sghr `ql&  `,l`æ,anæjn `x`   _sgdrd `qlr&  
       n,jt,ftækt njt¡ _sghr kdf&   `,l`,ftækt `x`  _sgdrd kdfr&  
           n,jt¡æ,sv&  njt¡  _sghr d`q&   `,l`æ,sv& `x`   _sgdrd d`qr&  
 

(32) Class 16
 `,gn,Ktj`æmf` _`s Ktj`mf`&   `gn,Ktj`æmf` `g` _`s Ktj`mf`+ vghbg hr md`qax& 
 `gÕ”◊jv`  _cnvm&     `gÕ”◊jv` `g`   _cnvm gdqd& 
 `g`æjt¡gh”jt¡gh”  _udqx md`q&    `g`æjt¡gh”jt¡gh” `g` _'qhfgs( gdqd ntsrhcd& 
 

(33) Class 17
 njn,mxt¡æla` _nm sgd gntrd&    njn,mxt¡æla` dxh” _nm sghr gntrd& 
 njn,lt¡xÕ”Ã  _`s sgd uhkk`fd&  njn,lt¡xh” nxt¡  _`s sghr uhkk`fd& 
  

(34) Class 18
 n,lnæ,ltæsh _hm sgd sqdd& nlnæ,ltæsh nxt¡  _hm sghr sqdd& 
 n,ln æ,ax`æk` _hm sgd g`mcr& nlnæ,ax`k` dah”  _hm sgdrd g`mcr 
 
'24( Bk`rr 13

d,Atæsdlan `s Atsdlan 
 d, lt,kgnmfn `s sgd uhkk`fd 



2.4.2 Kinande Pronominal Forms 
There are two types of pronominal forms in Kinande: independent pronouns and pronominal affixes.  Since 
Kinande is a pro-drop language, independent pronouns are usually dropped from sentences and are only 
used for emphatic reasons.   

'25( h”mfxd»  _H . ld& 
 h”svd»  _vd . tr& 
 hvd»  _xnt& 'rf( 
 h”mxvd»  _xnt& 'ok( 
 hxd»  _gd . rgd+ ghl . gdq& 
 han»  _sgdx . sgdl& 
 
Pronominal affixes act as subject and object agreement markers on the verb. 

'26( Rtaidbs   Naidbs
 M, 'mh,(   mxh  _H . ld& 
 st    st  _vd . tr& 
 t    jt  _xnt& 'rf( 
 lt    a`  _xnt 'ok(& 
 `    lt  _gd.rgd+ ghl.gdq& 
 a`    a`  _sgdx . sgdl& 
 
'27(   m,f`mch,at¡kx »̀ .M,j`mch,atkh”,`. _H vhkk `rj& 

`-j`æmch,mxÕ ◊,at¡kx`»   _Gd vhkk `rj ld& 
 t,j`æmch,at¡kx`»    _Xnt 'rf( vhkk `rj& 
 `,j`æmch,jtæ,at¡kx`»   _Gd vhkk `rj xnt 'rf(& 
 lt,j`æmcÕ◊,at¡kx`»    _Xnt 'ok( vhkk `rj& 
 a`æ,kx`æ,at¡k`x`»     _Sgdx g`ud `rjdc& 
 stæ,kx`,a`æ,at¡k`x`» .st,kh`,atk,`B,h”,`. _Vd g`ud `rjdc sgdl& 
  
 Sgd oqnmnlhm`k enqlr `qd ghfgkhfgsdc hm sgdrd dw`lokdr-  

2.4.3 Kinande Verbs 
The most dominant feature of the Kinande verb is the capacity of the root to take on enough affixes such 
that the verb alone can function as a complete sentence.  The affixes include the relative (REL), subject 
(SUBJ), the negative (NEG), the tense (TNS), the object (OBJ) the reflexive (RFM), the causative (CAUS), 
the applicative (APPL), the passive (PASS), the reciprocal (RCM), the stative (ST) and the final vowel 
(FV). The combination of the various morphemes is subject to certain co-occurrence restrictions.  
Morpheme order is fixed, except that the relative ordering of the negative and subject morphemes is 
dependent on the mood of the sentence. The following templates show the relative ordering of the 
morphemes in the verb complex. 

(39) Indicative mood 
 
MDF RTAI SMR NAI. 

QEL 
QNNS B@TR @OOK O@RR. 

QDBHO. 
RS@S 

EU 

Rh st dmch a` jhmftk  hq  ` 
 st mdltmch jt jhmftk  hq  ` 
 mxh qx` xh jhmftk  hq  ` 
 ` kx`  jhmf   hj ` 
 st `  kdj   `m ` 
 



'Mnsd9 rsqhbskx rod`jhmf+ ,jhmf, hr sgd qnns sg`s ld`mr _ bknrd& `mc Êtk, hr sgd qdudqrhud 
lnqogdld- jhmf,tk, sgtr ld`mr _ tm,bknrd& + sg`s hr+ _ nodm&-( 

rÕ◊,st,dmch,a`,jhmftk,Õ◊q,` _Vd vhkk mns nodm enq xnt& 

st,mdæltmch,jt,jhmftk,Õ◊q,`  _ vd vhkk nodm enq xnt&  

mxÕ◊,qx`,xh,jhmftk,hq,`» H nodmdc enq lxrdke 

`æ,kx`,jhmf,hj,`» _ hs bknrdc 'hs adb`ld bknrd,`akd( 

st,`æ,kdæj,`m,` vd kdes d`bg nsgdq 'hm sgd rdmrd ne _vd rdo`q`sdc& ( 

 (40) Subjunctive mood 
MDF RTAI SMR NAI. 

QDEKW 
QNNS B@TR @OOK O@RR. 

QDBHO. 
RS@S 

EU 

Rh st  a` jhmftk  hq  d 
 st   jhmftk  hq  d 
   st jhmftk  hq  d 
 
 
rÕ◊,st,a`æ,jÕ◊mftk,hq,d _kds tr mns nodm enq sgdl& 

stæ,jÕ◊mftkhq,d J`la`kd _ kds tr nodm enq J`la`kd&  

stæ,jÕ◊mftk,hq,d _ nodm enq tr&   

(41) Relativization of non-subject argument 
 
QDK RTAI SMR NAI. 

QDEKW 
QNNS B@TR @OOK O@RR. 

QDBHO. 
RS@S 

B@TR EU 

nkn st ` a` jhmftk  hq   ` 
djxn st ` a` ktj hr    h” ` 
 
nktxh nkn st,`,a`,jhmftk,hq,`  _sgd cnnq sg`s vd nodmdc enq xnt& 'Qdlnsd o`rs( 

djÕ◊,jna` djxn st,`,a`,ktj,hr,`æ,h,` _ sgd qnod sg`s vd l`cd xnt ok`hs&  

Mnsd9 sgd unvdk Ê`, adenqd sgd rdbnmc b`tr`shud hr hmrdqsdc enq ognmnknfhb`k qd`rnmr- 

 

Certain affixes are subject to co-occurrence restrictions: the REL and NEG affixes are mutually exclusive; 
and in the same way, if the OBJ/REFLX slot is filled, then the PASS/RECIP/STAT slot cannot be filled. 

2.4.3.1 Verb Extensions 
Jhm`mcd udqa dwsdmrhnmr `qd enqldc ax `cchmf `eehwdr sn sgd qhfgs ne sgd qnns+ `mc sgdrd g`ud sgd 
deedbs ne bg`mfhmf sgd `qftldms rsqtbstqd ne sgd udqa ax dhsgdq sq`mrhshuhyhmf nq cdsq`mrhshuhyhmf 
sgd udqa-  Lnrs dwsdmrhnmr g`ud ` UB rsqtbstqd `mc `qd hmrdqsdc adsvddm sgd qnns `mc sgd ehm`k 
unvdk- Sgd B`tr`shud Êh”, `mc sgd o`rrhud Êt, g`ud sgd U rsqtbstqd- Sgd bgnhbd ne sgd `eehw unvdk 
hm sgd dwsdmrhnmr hr cdsdqlhmdc ax unvdk g`qlnmx 'rdd rdbshnm 1-0-3-0 `anud(-  Sgd ehm`k unvdk 
rtqe`bdr `r .`. nq .d. cdodmchmf nm+ hmsdq `kh`+ sdmrd+ lnnc+ `mc mdf`shnm- 

(42) Transitivizing extensions: 
 b`tr`shud ,hr, ---h”, h”s,`   _jhkk&  h”s,hr, h”,`      _b`trd sn jhkk& 
           b`tr`shud ,h”,  g`j`a,` _rld`q&   g`j`a,h”,` _ sn rld`q 'sq`mr-( 
 `ookhb`shud ,hq,  jt¡,` _chd&  jt¡,hq,`        _chd enq& 
 



(43) Detransitivizing extensions 
 o`rrhud    ,t,  dqÕ◊,ktæl,` _sn ahsd& dqÕ◊,ktl,t,`  _sn ad ahssdm& 
    dqÕ◊,ns,`» sn khfgs  dqxnæsdav`» .dqh,næs,hat,`. _sn ad khs&  
    dqh,kdj,h”,` sn rdo`q`sd dqh,kdj,h”,at,` sn ad rdo`q`sdc 
 qdbhoqnb`k ,`m, dqh,gtæl,` _sn ghs&  dqh,gtl,`æm,`   _sn ghs d`bg nsgdq& 
 rs`shud ,hj,  dqÕ”◊,gt¡æj,` _sn bnnj& dqÕ”◊,gt¡æj,Õ”◊j,`   _sn ad bnnj,`akd& 
 
Mnsd9 `r rgnvm hm sgdrd dw`lokdr+ sgd o`rrhud Êt, g`r svn nsgdq `kknlnqogr9 ,at, hr trdc vgdm 
sgd o`rrhud lnqogdld hr oqdbdcdc ax ` unvdk+ `mc Êhat, vgdm sgd rsdl hr snn rgnqs- Enq ` lnqd 
dk`anq`sd dwok`m`shnm+ okd`rd qdedq sn sgd Jhm`mcd chbshnm`qx 'Lts`j` `mc J`utshqv`jh 1//5(- 

2.4.3.2 Tense/Aspect 
The basic tense/aspect system of Kinande distinguishes between  two types of verbal forms:  simplex verb 
forms, i.e. forms that appear as a single word, and complex verb forms which consist of an auxiliary and a 
main verb. In the following, I will illustrate these two types of verbs and refer the interested readers to 
Mutaka 2002 and also to the Kinande dictionary (Mutaka and Kavutirwaki 2006) for more illustrations. The 
Tense/Aspectual markers are in bold in the following examples. 

 

(44)  Tense/Aspect that appear in the INFL unit: 

a.  tu-a-hum-ir-a we hit for (Remote past 
tu-a-mu-hum-a we hit (Remote past) 
tu-` æ,stl,hq,` vd rdms enq 'qdlnsd o`rs( 
st,`,lt,stl,hq,` vd rdms enq ghl 'Qdlnsd o`rs( 
st,`æ,gtæl,hq,` vd ghs enq 'Qdbdms o`rs 
st,`,ltæ,gtæl,hq,` vd ghs enq ghl 'Qdbdms o`rs( 
st,`,stl,Õ◊q,`æ,` vd rdms enq 'qdbdms o`rs( 
st,`æ,ltæ,stl,Õ◊q,`æ,` vd rdms enq ghl 'Qdbdms o`rs( 

 
Sgd SL hr Ê`,- Ats `krn mnshbd sg`s sgd sdmrd hr `krn bnmudxdc ax snmdr- @ qdlnsd o`rs sdmrd g`r 
knv snmdr hm sgd rsdl vgdqd`r ` qdbdms o`rs sdmrd g`r ` G snmd sg`s rtqe`bdr nm sgd qnns unvdk 
`mc sgd oqd,qnns unvdk enq ` snmdkdrr udqa qnns rtbg `r Êgtl, _ ghs& - 
 
a- st,j æ̀,gtl,`æ,` .st,j`æ,gtl,`B,`. vd `qd `ants sn ghs 

st,j æ̀,ktr`x`» .st,j`æ,ktr,`B,h”,`. vd `qd s`jhmf nee ntq bknsgdr 
stæ,jh,gtl`» .st,jÕ◊,gtl,`B,`. vghkd vd `qd rshkk ghsshmf 
st¡æ,jh”,kt¡r`x`» .st,jÕ◊,ktr,`B,h”,`. vghkd vd `qd rshkk tmcqdrrhmf 
stæ,jh,stæl`» .st,jÕ◊,stæl,`B,`. vghkd vd `qd rshkk rdmchmf 

 
@ksgntfg Êj`, nq Êjh, hr sgd SL+ sgdrd enql`shudr g`ud sn ad bnmrhcdqdc `r o`qs ne ` 
chrbnmshmtntr lnqogdld jh---` nq j`---` vgdqd sgd ` `ood`qr `esdq sgd qnns hm vg`s hr hmchb`sdc 
gdqd `r Ê`B,- Hm Lts`j` '0883(+ sghr B hm Ê`B, hr `m`kxrdc `r ` og`msnl bnmrnm`ms- 
 
b- st,s`æ,gtl,`¿` ∆ kds tr ghs 'hmenql`shnm`k hlodq`shud( 'ats9 sts`ægtl` J`æla`kd¿d ∆( 

st¡,s`æ,kt¡rx`¿ ∆̀ kds tr tmcqdrr 'hmenql`shud hlodq`shud( 'ats9 st¡s`ækt¡rx` J`æla`kd¿d ∆( 
st,s`æ,stl,`¿ ∆̀ kds tr rdmc 'hmenql`shud hlodq`shud(  'ats9 sts`æstl` J`æla`kd¿d ∆( 

 
s`,gtl`¿ ∆̀  ghs okd`rd  'ats9 s`gtl` J`æla`kd¿d ∆( 
s`,kt¡rx`¿`∆ s`jd nee xntq bknsgdr okd`rd 'ats9 s`kt¡rx` J`æla`kd¿d∆( 
s`æ,stl`¿`∆ rdmc okd`rd 'ats9 s`æstl` J`æla`kd¿d ∆( 

 
Mnshbd sg`s sgd qhrhmf snmd nm sgd odmtkshl`sd unvdk ltrs ad hmsnm`shnm`k `r hs rtqe`bdr nm sgd 
udqx k`rs vnqc hm sgd rdmsdmbd- Hs b`mmns ad bnmrsqtdc `r o`qs ne sgd udqa rsdl- 
 



c- stæ,x`æ,gtæl,hqhq,d kds tr fn `mc ghs nm otqonrd 
st¡æ,x`æ,kt¡ærh”qh”q æ̀x,d kds tr fn `mc s`jd ntq bknsgdr nm otqonrd 
stæ,x`,stl,hqÕ◊q,d» kds tr fn `mc rdmc enq nm otqonrd 

 
Sgd SL Êx`, hr `bst`kkx sgd udqa dqh,x`æ,` _ sn fn& 
 
d- st,`æl`æ,gtl,hq,` J`æla`kd  vd ghs enq J`la`kd 'be- sv`æl`ægtlÕ◊q`( 

st,`æl`æ,kt¡r,h”q,x,` J`æla`kd vd tmcqdrr enq J`la`kd 'be- sv`æl`ækt¡rh”qx`»( 
st,`æl`æ,stl,hq,` J`æla`kd  vd rdmc sn J`la`kd 'be- sv`æl`æstlÕ◊q`( 

 
st,`l`,gtl,hq,` J`æla`kd he vd ghs enq J`la`kd 'be- sv`l`gtlÕ◊q`( 
st,`l`,kt¡r,h”q,x,` J`æla`kd he vd tmcqdrr enq J`la`kd 'be- sv`l`kt¡rh”qx`»( 
st,`l`æ,stl,hq,` J`æla`kd he vd rdmc sn J`la`kd 'be- sv`l`æstlÕ◊q`( 

 
st,`rx`,gtl,hq,` J`æla`kd vd b`ld sn ghs J`la`kd 'qdlnsd o`rs( 'be- sv`rx`gtlhq`( 
st,`rx`,kt¡r`æx` J`æla`kd vd b`ld sn tmcqdrr J`la`kd 'qdlnsd o`rs( 'be- sv`rx`kt¡r`æx`( 
st,`rx`æ,stl,hq,` J`æla`kd  vd b`ld sn rdmc sn J`la`kd 'qdlnsd o`rs( 'be- sv`rx`æstlhq`( 

 
Mnsd sg`s sgd SL l`x bnmrhrs ne cheedqdms enql`shudr- Sgtr+ ,`l`, nq `rx`, l`x ad etqsgdq 
`m`kxrdc `r bnmrhrshmf ne Ê`, `mc Êl`,.rx`-  Hm sgdrd dw`lokdr+ H g`ud `ccdc J`la`kd sn bgdbj 
vgdsgdq ` G sg`s vntkc `ood`q nm sgd odmtkshl`sd unvdk+ hm sgd hrnk`shnm enql ne sgd vnqc `r 
rgnvm `s sgd dmc ne sgd rdmsdmbd adsvddm o`qdmsgdrdr(+ hr ogq`r`k nq mns- Hm b`rd sgd vnqc hm 
hrnk`shnm cndr mns rtqe`bd vhsg ` odmtkshl`sd G snmd+ sghr ld`mr sg`s sgd enql dmcr vhsg ` kdwhb`k 
knv snmd sg`s hr `rrhfmdc ax sgd sdmrd- 
 
e-  st,`æx`,gtl,hq,` J`æla`kd vd b`ld sn ghs enq J`la`kd 'qdbdms o`rs( 'be- sv`æx`gtlhq`»( 

st,`æx`,kt¡r`x` J`æla`kd vd b`ld sn tmcqdrr J`la`kd 'qdbdms o`rs( 'be- sv`æx`kt¡r`x`»( 
st,`æx`æ,stl,hq,` J`æla`kd vd b`ld sn rdmc sn J`la`kd 'qdbdms o`rs( 'be- sv`æx`æstlhq`»( 

 
@r rgnvm hm sgdrd dw`lokdr+ sgd Êx`, SL l`x `krn ad oqdbdcdc ax `mnsgdq SL enql`shud- 
 
'34( Sdmrd.@rodbs hm bnlokdw udqa enqlr- 
 
`- stæ,kvd æ stæ,j æ̀,kx`» vd vdqd d`shmf 

st,m æ̀,kvdæ stæ,j æ̀,kx`» vd vdqd d`shmf hmcddc 
vd,SL,@tw vd,SL,d`s 

 
Mnshbd sg`s sgd `twhkh`qx g`r hsr nvm sdmrd l`qjdq+ `mc sgd l`hm udqa `krn bnmrhrsr ne `m 
`fqddldms l`qjdq 'h-d- RL(+ ` SL `mc sgd udqa- 
 
a- stæ,kvdæ Õ ◊,st,m æ̀lt,gtæl` vd vdqd hmcddc ghsshmf 

stæ,kvdæ Õ ◊,st,`aÕ ◊qh,gtæl` vd g`c `kqd`cx ghs 
stæ,kvdæ Õ ◊,lnæ,st,`m`æl`æ,gtl,hq,` L`ftækt vd g`c itrs ghs enq L`ftkt 
vd,@tw BNLOK,SL,RL,SL,ghs,@ook,Eu L`ftkt 

 
Mnshbd sg`s sgd `twhkh`qx l`x mns g`ud `mx SL `r rgnvm hm sgdrd dw`lokdr- Sgd o`qshbkd Êh, hm 
sgd l`hm udqa hr ` bnlokdldmshydq- 
 
b- mxÕ◊,kvdæ v& dqh,gtæl` H ntfgs sn ghs  

stæ,kvdæ a& dqh,gtæl` vd ntfgs sn ghs- 
 
@r rgnvm hm sgdrd dw`lokdr+ sgd `twhkh`qx l`x ad enkknvdc ax sgd l`hm udqa hm sgd hmehmhshud 
enql- Sgd o`qshbkd Êv, nq Êa, sg`s `ood`qr adenqd sgd `twhkh`qx `mc sgd hmehmhshud b`m ad 
bnmrhcdqdc `r ` khmjdq+ sg`s hr+ `m `fqddldms l`qjdq sg`s ad`qr sgd ed`stqdr ne `m nlhssdc mntm 
'gdqd+ odqrnm(- Sgd svn rdmsdmbdr bntkc ad qd,vqhssdm `r9 



b& - mxÕ◊,kvdæ  lt,mctæ v& dqh,gtæl,`  È H ntfgs sn ghsÍ   
           H,ad     b0,odqrnm kj HME,ghs,Eu 
 H `l ` odqrnm sn ghs 

stæ,kvdæ a`,mctæ a& dqh,gtæl`   Èvd ntfgs sn ghsÍ  
           vd,ad     b1,odqrnm kj HME,ghs,Eu 
 vd `qd odnokd sn ghs 
 
c- lnæ,st, æ̀,kvh”q& Õ◊,st,`æ,gtæl,hq,` vd ghs hlldch`sdkx 

st¡,j`æmch,kv& Õ◊,st,`æ,gtæl,hq,` vd vhkk ghs hlldch`sdkx 
st,`,ax`æ Õ◊,st,m æ̀lt,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd vdqd ghsshmf enq 'hm ` qdbdms o`rs( 
st,`m`s`æ,ax`æ Õ◊,st,m`ælt,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd vdqd `s kd`rs ghsshmf enq 'qdlnsd o`rs( 

 
st,`m`s`æ,ax`æ stæ,j`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd vdqd `s kd`rs ghsshmf enq 
st,mdæltmcÕ ◊,ax æ̀ stæ,j`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd vhkk ad ghsshmf enq 
st,`,adæqdæ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vgdm vd ghs enq 'qdbdms o`rs( 
st,`æ,adqdæ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vgdm vd ghs enq 'qdlnsd o`rs sdmrd( 
st,`æ,adqdæ st,`l`,gtl,Õ◊q,` he vd cdbhcdc sn ghs enq 
st,`æ,adqdæ stæ,j`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vghkd vd vdqd ghsshmf enq 

 
stæ,kx`æ,r`k`æ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd ehm`kkx ghs enq 'hlldch`sd o`rs( 
st,`,r æ̀k`æ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd ehm`kkx ghs enq 'qdbdms o`rs( 
st,`æ,r`k`æ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd ehm`kkx ghs enq 'qdlnsd o`rs( 

 
@kk sgdrd dw`lokdr rtffdrs sg`s sgd sdmrd hr lnrskx qdmcdqdc ax sgd Sdmrd.`rodbst`k l`qjdqr sg`s 
`qd `rrnbh`sdc vhsg sgd `twhkh`qx- Enq `m hm,cdosg `m`kxrhr ne sgdrd sdmrdr+ okd`rd qdedq sn L`qj 
A`jdq 'enqsgbnlhmf9 H v`r ghr bnmrtks`ms vgdm gd bnmctbsdc `m hmsdmrhud qdrd`qbg nm sgdrd 
sdmrdr- Gd oqdrdmsdc ` o`odq nm sghr `s `m @B@K bnmedqdmbd+ oqdrtl`akx+ `s Qtsfdqr hm 1//3(- 
 
d- stæ,kx`æ,ax`æ st,`æ,r`k`æ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vgdm vd ehm`kkx ghs enq 

st,mdæltmchrx`æs`ærx`x`æ,ax`æ sv,` æ,r`k æ̀ sv,`x`,gtl,Õ◊q,` 
vgdm vd vhkk g`ud+ d`bg shld+ hm sgd e`q etstqd+ `m noonqstmhsx sn ghs enq 

 
@r rgnvm hm sgdrd dw`lokdr+ svn cheedqdms `twhkh`qhdr vhsg sgdhq nvm SLr l`x oqdbdcd ` l`hm 
udqa hm ` rdmsdmbd- 
 
e- rÕ◊,st,kÕ◊ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` vd g`ud mns ghs enq xds 

Mdf,vd,ad vd,SL,ghs,@ook,Eu 
 
f- stæ,sdæ st,`,gtl,Õ◊q,` `r vd g`ud mns xds ghs enq 

vd,Mdf vd,SL,ghs,@ook,Eu 

Sgdrd dw`lokdr hm 'e+ f( rgnv sg`s sgd `twhkh`qx sg`s `ood`qr vhsg ` mdf`shud o`qshbkd cndr mns 
g`ud ` SL- Sgd Mdf`shud o`qshbkd Êsd ok`xr sgd qnkd ne sgd `twhkh`qx 'nq sgd bnotk`( `r rgnvm hm 
sgd dw`lokd hm 'f(- 

 

2.4.3.3 The Copula 
Kinande has four different forms of the copula for the present tense – viz: ni, li, ne, and bya.  The copula ni, 
li, ne takes no inflections and is used before individual level predicates whereas  bya takes on inflections.  
Kinande has one form of the copula for the past tense as shown in the following table and examples. 

(46) Kinande copula forms 

Oqdrdms sdmrd O`rs sdmrd 
       Kh  



      Mh 
       ax`  
       Md 

           ,adqd .a`,Õ”◊qd.  

 
'36( J`æla`kd    ` Ê kh    njnæ,ktæsvd»  
               `fq,ad  bk-06,qnne                            
 _J`la`kd hr nm sgd qnne&    
 
'37( J`æla`kd   `,j`æmcÕ◊,ax`  njnæ,ktæsvd» 
 J`la`kd  RL,SL,ad     bk-06,qnne 
  _J`la`kd vhkk ad nm sgd qnne& 
 
'38( J`æla`kd   mÕ◊    Õ”◊a` v` L`ærhj`»   
                 hr   gtra`mc  ne L`rhj`        
 _J`la`kd hr  L`rhj`&r gtra`mc&  
  

'4/( J`æla`kd   ` ́ Ê adqdæ Õ” ◊a` v` L`ærhj`»  
J`la`kd RL,ad gtra`mc ne L`rhj` 

 _J`la`kd g`r adbnld L`rhj`&r gtra`mc& 
 

'40( J`æla`kd   `Êmdæ nln,mxt¡æla` 
J`la`kd RL,ad hm,gntrd 

 _J`la`kd hr hm sgd gntrd& 
 

2.4.4 Kinande Adverbials 
Adverbs in Kinande exhibit different morphological characteristics: some are basic (52) whereas others are 
derived from nouns (53) and reduplication (54). 

'41( kt¡æa`   _pthbjkx& 
 khmn»   _mnv& 
 j`mch   _`f`hm& 
 mdqxn   _ sgdm&  
 jvdmdmd  _ qd`kkx+ sqtkx&  
 
'42( jh,mx`,l`j`»   _dmdqfdshb`kkx& 
 
'43( atæ,khlÕ ◊,kÕ◊lh  _mns bkd`qkx& 'khsdq`kkx9 `s sgd sho ne ghr snmftd&   
 nln,j`æsh”j`æsÕ”Ã   _hm sgd lhcckd& 
 

2.4.5 Kinande Prepositions 
Kinande has a very limited number of prepositions presumably because spatial concepts are conveyed by 
nouns and directional verbs.  One preposition is –a ‘of’ which occurs in possessive phrases and gets 
inflected with an appropriate noun class prefix marker.  The other preposition is na ‘with’ or ‘by’. 

'44( dæ,qÕ”,rnæ        qh,`    d,mynæft¡   Zqx& dmynæft¡\ _`m dkdog`ms&r dxd& 
 @tf,b4,dxd  b4,ne  @tf,b8,dkdog`ms 
 
'45( d,m,fnaÕ”◊          x,`         J`æla`kd  _J`la`kd& r `mhl`k rjhm& 
 @tf,b8,rjhm    b8,ne    J`la`kd 
 

'46( d,ax,`ækx`æ   ah,` ́         d,m,ftktæad  _ohf&r ennc& 
 @tf,b7,ennc  b7,ne   @tf,b8,ohf 
 



'47( J`æla`kd  `æ,kx`,fdmc,` m`   L`ftækt  
 J`la`kd RL,SL,fn,Eu  vhsg L`ftkt 
 _J`la`kd g`r fnmd vhsg L`ftkt& 
 
 Rdkhm`  `,j`æaÕ◊,ktl,v,`æ  m`  d,mynæj` 
  Bdkhm` RL,o`rs,ahsd,o`rr,Eu     ax  @tf,b8,rm`jd 

‘Celina was bitten by a snake’ 

2.4.6 Kinande Ideophones 
 
Ideophones describe manner of action, intensity of sound, or color.  They sometimes function independently 
as predicates or are used to modify other predicates. 

'48( jnjnkÕ ◊qÕ ◊jnnjnn  _bnbnqhbn+ h-d- sgd rntmc ne ` qnnrsdq vgdm hs rhmfr hm sgd lnqmhmf&  
aghkh”agh”kh””   _qdl`hmhmf rhkdms- 
etælad   _`s etkk roddc qtmmhmf `v`x eqnl rnldsghmf& 

 oh”oh”oh”  _udqx ak`bj&  d-f- djhrnldjnæ jÕ”◊jÕ”◊mh”qd oh”oh”oh” sgd rghqs hr dwsqdldkx chqsx- 
      odd  È udqx vghsdÍ  d-f- jh”gdmÕ” ◊qqxd ln» odæd _ hs hr udqx vghsd&  
 

Ideophones typically occur after a verb form. 

'5/( `,l`,snmcÕ” ◊ `æ,l`,snfnmf` `,sh cnæ+ cnæ+ cnæ-  
 @tf,b5,cqnor RL,SL,e`kk,Eu sgdx,r`x cnæ+ cnæ+ cnæ- 
 _Sgd cqnor rs`qsdc e`kkhmf9 cnæ+ cnæ+ cnæ & 
 
'50( mdqxn jx,`æl`æ,xh”,agt¡lat¡kt¡ft¡st”j,`æ jn jh,sh ut¡»-  
 sgdm   RL,SL,Qdekdwhud,e`kk,Eu      nm hs,r`xr ut¡» 

‘then it fell down with a noise ‘ut¡»&  

2.4.7 Clause Structure 
 
Both mono-clausal and multi-clausal sentences occur in Kinande.  A clause typically consists of one verb, 
but clauses with two verbs also occur (see (65)). 

2.4.7.1  Simple sentences 
 
'51( J`æla`kd `,j`æaÕ◊,mxv,` `,l`,fdæsrd    
               RL,SL,cqhmj,Eu @tf,b5,v`sdq 
 _J`la`kd g`r cqtmj v`sdq& 
 
'52( J`æla`kd     mÕ”◊     lt¡æ,jt¡gh” 
  J`la`kd    bno   b0,rgnqs 

‘Kambale is short’ 
'53( lnæ,st,`,gt¡æj,Õ” ◊q,`                 J`æla`kdæ x&   dæ,m,fnjnæ  
 SL,vd,SL,bnnj,@OOK,Eu J`la`kd KJ @tf,b8,bghbjdm 

‘we cooked a chicken for Kambale (i.e. in his honor’ 
(Here LK stands for “ linker” , which is some kind of agreement marker that agrees with the preceding 

noun. See Mark Baker (2003), Baker (to appear), Baker & Collins (2006) 

2.4.7.2  Compound sentences 
 
'54( J`æla`kd ln,`æ,`,r,h”qdæ lt¡kh”fnækn+ `ækhxdæ jnæxnæ v,Õ ◊vd rÕ ◊,`,kx`,ltæ,rtæmf,` 
 J`la`kd SL,RL,SL,bnld,SL xdrsdqc`x+  ats lnsgdq ne,ghl Mdf,RL,SL,ghl,rdd,Eu 

_J`la`kd `qqhudc xdrsdqc`x ats gdq lnsgdq g`r mns xds rddm ghl& 



 

2.4.7.3  Embedded Clauses 
 
'55( st,j`æ,j`q`a,`æ Õ” ◊,lnæ,st¡,`æ,x`,kdah”,` `,a`,rÕ◊j »̀ 
 vd,SL,v`rg,Eu rn,SL,vd,SL,fn,rdd,Eu @tf,b1,fhqk 

‘We are having a bath so that we may go and see the girls’ 

'56( J`æla`kd `,`,at¡æf,` `,sh stæ,rx`,`r,` n,ltæmfx`»  
 J`la`kd gd,SL,r`x gd,r`x vd,SL,bnld,Eu @tf,snlnqqnv 

Kambale told us that we should come tomorrow’ 

'57( stæ,m`a,d njnæ ax,`k`æ Õ◊,lnæ,st,`,kx,` d,ax,nad»  
 vd,v`rg,Eu      nm b7,g`mcr rn,SL,vd,SL,d`s,Eu  @tf,b7,otlojhm& 

‘let us wash (our) hands (so that) we eat pumpkins’ 

'58( mxh,”m`ærÕ” ◊ jnæ lt,j`æmch,srhmctj` nln,st¡st¡st¡ 
       H jmnv   sg`s xnt,ETS,fn d`qkx hm,d`qkx lnqmhmf 

H jmnv sg`s xnt vhkk fn udqx d`qkx hm sgd lnqmhmf- 

 2.4.7.4  Interrogative sentences 
Yes/no questions in Kinande are formed by a rising intonation at the end of a sentence.   

'6/( næ,lv,`m`æ `,m`æ,kh,Õ ◊qdæ> 
 @tf,b0,bghkc RL,SL,d`s,SL 

        ‘Did the child eat?’ 

Wh-questions are generally formed with the question word in-situ.   

'60( J`æla`kd `æ,kx`,h”s,`æ jh”>   Z`ækÕ”Ãs`æ jh” \ 
              RL,SL,jhkk,Eu vg`s 

         ‘What did Kambale kill?’ 

'61( J`æla`kd `æ,kx`,k`mfhq,`æ mch> 
            RL,SL,rdd,Eu    vgn 

         ‘Who did Kambale see?’ 

(73)     J æ̀la`kd `,j`æah,kt¡,` g`xh Z`j æ̀ah”kv`æ g`xh\ 

      J`la`kd RL,SL,kd`ud,Eu vgdqd 

      Vgdqd chc J`la`kd bnld eqnl 

'63( `,a`æ,j`kh” a`,j`æ,r`s,` a`æ,sh0

      @tf,b1,vnl`m RL,SL,c`mbd,Eu B1,gnv 

      gnv cn vnldm c`mbd 'khsdq`kkx9 vnldm c`mbd gnv>( 

'64( J`æla`kd rh,`æ,kh,odmx,` drxnæ,myvhqh rÕ◊vdæ rxn atr`m` m`æ,jh” 

    J`la`kd Mdf,RL,SL,bnla,Eu b0/,g`hq ne,ghr KJ adb`trd ne,vg`s 

    Vgx cndrm& s J`la`kd bnla ghr g`hq> 

 

When the subject is questioned,  /iyo-/  is’ prefixed to the wh-phrase. 

'65( hxnæmch xn,t,`,h”s,`æ d,jÕ ◊,f`æmh  Zxnæ vh”s d»jÕ◊f`æmh\ 

                                                 
1 Sgd sdql enq È gnvÍ bnmrhrsr ne `m `fqddldms l`qjdq enkknvdc ax Êsh- Sgd qdronmrd bnms`hmr sgd r`ld 
qnns Êsh, enkknvdc ax vg`s knnjr khjd ` EU `mc oqdbdcdc ax `m `fqddldms l`qjdq- D-f- `,a æ̀,j`kh” a`,j æ̀,r`s,
æ̀ a`,sh,`  Za`sx`\ _ sgd vnldm c`mbd sghr v`x&- Xds sgd sq`mrk`shnm vntkc rtffdrs sg`s a`sx` _rn+ sghr v`x&  

hr `m `cudqa `mc mns ` udqa`k enql- 



 vgn  sg`s RL,SL,jhkk,EU @tf,b6,q`s 
‘Who killed the rat?’ 

When a non-subject wh-expression is fronted, it is followed by an agreement relative particle as in the 
following examples. This is not the case however for the form for “ why”. The form for “ how” is never 
fronted. 

'66( dæ,jh,gh jxn J`æla`kd `,`,h”s,` Z h”s`»\  
 @tf,b6,vg`s QDK J`la`kd RL,SL,jhkk,Eu 
 _Vg`s chc J`la`kd jhkk>& 
'67( g`xh gn J`æla`kd `,`æ,fdæmc`æ lt¡khfnækn 
           vgdqd QDK J`la`kd RL,SL,fn,Eu xdrsdqc`x 
 Vgdqd chc J`la`kd fn xdrsdqc`x> 
'68(     at¡r`m`æjh” J`æla`kd rh,`æ,kh,odmx` drxnæ,myvhqh rh,vd 

adb`trd,vg`s J`la`kd Mdf,RL,SL,bnla,Eu b0/,g`hq ne,ghr 
Vgx cndrm&s J`la`kd dudq bnla ghr g`hq> 

 

2.4.7.5  Relative clauses 
 
In Kinande, relativization of a non-subject constituent has noticeable consequences on both the verbal 
morphology and the syntax of the clause.  Morphologically, a prefix that agrees with the relativized NP in 
noun class appears on the verb. Thus, in the following example, what is glossed as c7 (i.e. class 7 is an 
agreement marker that agrees with the noun that is relativized (here, pumpkin).  

'7/( d,jx,nad d,jx,n J`æla`kd `æ,st¡æ,gt¡j,Õ”◊q,`æ jx,`,ax,`æ jx,nvdæmd .nv`m,Õ◊q,d.  
 @tf,b6,otlojhm @tf,b6,n J`la`kd gd,SL,tr,bnnj,@OOK,Eu B6,SL,ad b6,mhbd 

_Sgd otlojhm vghbg J`la`kd bnnjdc enq tr v`r mhbd& 

2.4.7.6 The equivalent of English ING-form sentences with perception verbs 
(81) i.  erí-bwir-a Kámbalé ko á-amâ-génd-a 

      to tell        K            that SM-TM-go-FV 
 To tell Kambale that he is on his way of leaving 
 
ii. dqÕ”◊,ow-a Kámbalé ko á-amâ-génd-a 
      to hear        K    that SM-TM-go-FV 
 To hear Kambale leaving 
 
iii. dqÕ”◊,xh”-owa ú-ka-génda 
     to-yi-hear you-TM-go (where –yi- is the reflexive marker) 
     to hear oneself leaving (this is the default translation. It can also be : to hear yourself leaving) 
iv. dqÕ”◊,mxh”-owa n-ga-génda  (N-ka-gend-a) 
     to-me-hear I-TM-go 
 to hear me leaving 
 dqÕ”◊,jt¡-owa u-ka-génda 
 to-you-hear you-TM-go 
 to hear you leaving 
 dqÕ”◊,lt¡-owa a-ka-génda 
 to-him-hear he-TM-go 
 to hear him leaving 
 dqÕ”◊,st¡-owa tu-ka-génda 
 to-us-hear we-TM-go 
 to hear me leaving 
 dqÕ”◊,ba-owa mu-ka-génda 
 to-them-hear you-TM-go 
 to hear you leaving 
 dqÕ”◊,ba-owa bá-ka-génda 



 to-them-hear they-TM-go 
 to hear them leaving 
 
v. erí-yi-bwira á-ka-génda 
     to-yi-tell he-TM-go 
     to tell to oneself while he is leaving 
 

     vi. erí-bwir-an-a bá-ka-génd-a 
      to tell  e.o.  they-SM-TM-go-FV 
 to tell each other while they are leaving 
 
vii. erí-bá-bwira uti ba-génd-e 
        to-them-tell you-say they-go-TM  (you-say = that) 
        to tell them to leave. 
     Comment : the complementizer uti (literally “you-say”) can be replaced by nyiti (I-say), ati (he-
says), tuti (we-say), muti (you pl-say) but ba-génde remains as such. This seems to suggest that the 
subject of the infinitive (call it PRO) must have a feature of the complementizer. Depending whether I 
use I-say, you-say, he-says, I believe we must construe that it is the subject in the complementizer 
which is also the subject of the infinitive form. Everything else remains as it is in the sentence; I just 
modify uti. 
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